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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Figure 4.6: Affirming My Gender

Person What Would You Say? What Would You Do?

You are a young girl. You enjoy reading 
and listening to stories about the 
presidents of the United States. You 
also talk with your parents about the 
presidents. You tell your friends you want 
to become president when you grow up. 
They tell you that it’s not possible because 
no female has ever been president.

You are a young girl. You like to play 
sports such as baseball and basketball. 
You like to go with your parents to 
professional baseball games. You like to 
call the plays for your favorite team. You 
are good at calling the plays. You tell your 
friends you want to be the manager for a 
baseball team when you grow up. They 
tell you that it’s not possible because only 
males can be baseball team managers.

You are a young boy. You like to watch 
television programs about helping 
people who have been hurt or are sick 
in the hospital. Your parents bought you 
a medicine kit for your birthday. You tell 
your friends that you want to be a nurse 
when you grow up. Your friends tell you 
it’s silly because only girls become nurses.

You are a young girl. You like to play 
softball. You are the best pitcher in the 
neighborhood, and you want to play on 
the boys’ team. The manager of the boys’ 
team tells you that you can only play on 
the girls’ team. This makes you very sad.

You are a young boy. You volunteer with 
some of the other fourth-grade students 
to tutor the kindergarten children in your 
school during recess. You like teaching the 
kindergarteners. You tell your friends you 
want to be a kindergarten teacher when 
you grow up. They tell you that only girls 
become kindergarten teachers.

You are a young boy. Your mom has a lot 
of work to do. You tell your friends you 
cannot play soccer after school because 
you have to help your mom with the 
housework and cooking. You like baking in 
particular and want to open a cookie shop 
when you grow up. They tell you that 
baking cookies is a girls’ job. 
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