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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Figure 5.4: Responding Assertively

Scenario Assertive Response

You and your family just immigrated to the United 
States, and you are at a new school. On the 
playground, you see some students playing kickball. 
You want to play kickball too. What do you do? 

If you do not know English, ask the school translator 
to ask the students if you can play with them. Also 
ask the translator to tell you how to say, “May I 
play?” in English.

You are at a big shopping mall with your father. You 
get separated from him and are a little afraid. You 
have not learned English. What do you do?

You look for a security guard or a salesperson in the 
mall. Show them your name and telephone number. 
Wait with them until your father comes.

You just immigrated to the United States, and you 
do not speak much English. You like to study about 
dinosaurs. You want to get dinosaur books so you 
can learn more about dinosaurs as well as practice 
English. What do you do?

Ask your teacher to help you get books from the 
school library on dinosaurs. Return the books to the 
library so you can take out more books on dinosaurs.

You are a new immigrant in the United States. You 
want to be a musician. You want to play the violin in 
the school orchestra. You do not have a violin. What 
do you do?

Tell the school music teacher you want to play 
the violin. Ask the teacher what you can do to get 
a violin. If you are able to get a violin, practice 
every day.

You are a new immigrant. Harold asks you to play 
American football, but you do not know how to play. 
What do you do?

Tell Harold you would like to play the game. Ask 
for the rules. Watch the others play, and then join 
the game.

Your best friend has moved away. You miss your 
friend. What do you do?

Your name is Carlos. You are a new immigrant to 
the United States. You and your family just moved 
into your neighborhood. You want to play ball with 
children on your street. What do you do?

You are a new immigrant to the United States. In your 
new class, the students ask your name. You know 
your name sounds different, and you are afraid they 
will tease you. What do you do?

You are a new immigrant student in the United 
States. It is your birthday. You want to invite the class 
to your birthday party. You do not know how to invite 
them, but your new friend Olivia does. What do you 
do to get help?

You are a new immigrant student in your class. You 
want to take the bus to buy some school supplies. 
You don’t know how to do this, but your classmate 
does. What do you think you could do?

You are a new immigrant student in your class. You 
need someone to help you with your spelling words 
because no one in your family speaks English. Alex, a 
friendly student in your class, is a good speller. What 
do you think you could do?
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