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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Figure 3.2: Planning Your Classroom Arrangement

Directions: Respond to the following questions to help you determine the optimal arrangement for your 
teaching style and your students’ needs. Once you have reflected on the questions, draw a map of your 
classroom arrangement.

1. What kinds of instructional strategies do you plan to use in your classroom? Write the percentage you 
think you use each strategy during a typical week. Using the information from this exercise, select the 
classroom arrangement that will best accommodate the most common instructional strategies you use in 
your classroom. 

                Lecture, presentation

                Small-group work, discussion, debates

                Individual work and projects

                Short presentations followed by note taking

                 Large-group presentation followed by work on a device  
(notebook or tablet, and so on)

                Other

2. How well behaved are your students? What kinds of issues do you encounter with them during instruction 
and individual or group-work time? This aspect may be hard for you to determine definitively as a new 
teacher. You may get some ideas from your initial interactions with students before school starts or through 
conversations with your colleagues or mentor. If you have no idea what student behavior might be like, select 
classroom arrangements that will minimize interactions to start the year (for example, presenter).

 

3. Draw a map of your potential room arrangement.

4. Review your potential room arrangement. What issues might you encounter if you implement this 
arrangement? How could you prevent or overcome these issues to help make your arrangement a success?

 

Source: Eller, J. F., & Eller, S. A. (2016). Thriving as a new teacher: Tools and strategies for your first year. Bloomington, IN: 
Solution Tree Press, p. 38.
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