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Additional Blogging Tools and Resources
While Diigo, Pageflakes, and Blogger are three of the best free tools available to educators interested 
in shared bookmarking and annotation, RSS feed reading, and blogging, there are a range of other 
services that might be worth exploring. This handout details some of the most common services.

TypePad
While TypePad (www.typepad.com) is not a free service—users can pay anywhere from nine to 
ninety dollars per month, depending on the number of blogs and amount of storage space they 
are interested in hosting—it is one of the oldest and most popular blogging tools available online. 

Along with the basic features offered by all blogging services—including easy-to-use editing tool-
bars and the ability to post via email and moderate comments—TypePad bloggers have clean blog 
templates to choose from; more storage for music, image, and video files; and support from cus-
tomer service professionals. If you’re planning on making your blog a sophisticated digital home 
for your work or for the work of your students, the money spent on a TypePad account may just 
be a worthwhile investment.

Edublogs
Edublogs (http://edublogs.org) is one of the only free blogging services completely dedicated to 
teachers and students. As a result, they are constantly evolving and adapting to the unique needs of 
digital writers in the K–12 community. Like TypePad, Edublogs offers users all of the basic features 
provided by other blog services, including easy-to-use editing toolbars and the ability to embed 
multimedia content into posts. 

Edublogs also allows teachers to create multiple user accounts for one blog, enabling student writ-
ers to contribute with their own usernames and passwords. What makes Edublogs most valuable, 
however, is the collection of education-based resources and conversations that can make blogging 
easy for classroom teachers.

Pageflakes
Interestingly enough, Pageflakes (www.pageflakes.com)—one of the best content aggregation tools 
available online—also allows users to blog about the websites that they are following. With a few 
digital clicks, blog widgets can be embedded directly in public pages of feeds. That means students 
following the blogs of their favorite authors can read and react to new books immediately. Student 
research groups following sites tackling controversial topics can share initial reactions to new ideas. 

While blogging with Pageflakes enables writers to easily connect their thinking directly to the con-
tent that they are studying, and for blog readers to independently explore the topic under study, 
Pageflakes blogs are overly simple, making it difficult to embed content and to read longer entries. 
What’s more, posts can’t be sorted into categories, and comments are difficult to follow. 

Blogging with Pageflakes might be just right, though, for teachers and students sticking their toes 
into new digital waters! While your work won’t be fancy, it will be centered on content and easy to 
start.
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