
Ideas for Breaking It Down
These short, easy-to-use ideas for breaking it down, or scaffolding, work for any content .

Create templates or partial notes to help them organize their thinking or learning . 

Reteach with a different strategy, preferably with their dominant learning preference . 

Choose a study buddy for them who can offer peer support when you are helping others . 

Create a so-called supplies-for-support table that has all kinds of tools they might need immediately 
but not have within their reach: protractor, manipulatives, sticky notes, ruler, calculator, times tables, 
dictionary, thesaurus, booted internet, sentence strips, Unifix cubes, Judy Clocks, Wikki Stix, play money, 
fraction rulers, number lines, and so on . 

Show a poor example of what you are expecting (a nonexemplar) and an exemplar of what you expect . 

Create a specific, short rubric with clear vocabulary so they know what you expect . 

Color-code information . Different-color highlighters or sticky notes can distinguish between parts of 
speech, types of sentences, sentence value, most important details versus added details, and so on . Give 
them the pieces so they can rearrange them into new ideas . 

Have them complete a create-a-cloze paragraph to show their background knowledge or learning . 

Provide plenty of question stems when they are designing their own questions . 

Provide plenty of sentence starters to help them formulate their thoughts on paper . 

Allow them to verbalize to you what they learned rather than write their thoughts . 

Allow them to find visuals to understand concepts . 

Use visuals whenever possible: time lines, diagrams, photos, pictures, images, and so on . 
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