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REPRODUCIBLE

Formative Assessment Strategies

STRATEGY EXAMPLE

Completing the problem Students who were just taught a math procedure such as adding 
fractions with like denominators would be given an example to complete.

Writing a sample Have students write a paragraph to show evidence that they learned 
how to write a topic sentence, a complete sentence, or any other 
writing skill taught during the lesson. 

Defining terms Have students define a list of vocabulary terms—for example:  
Define each of these terms related to digestion.

• Mouth

• Pharynx

• Epiglottis

• Esophagus

Paraphrasing to summarize Teach students to use the following summarizing language.

• So what I’m hearing is . . .

• The bottom line then seems to be . . .

• Let me make sure I have this right . . . You’re saying that . . .

Or

• So what the author is saying is . . .

• In other words . . .

• The gist of it is . . .

3-2-1 Have students write down:

• Three new concepts or ideas that they learned 

• Two questions that they still have

• One way that they can now apply the concept

Response cards Ask students a question such as ”What is the definition of a 
prime number?“ Then have all students write the answer on their 
whiteboards or response cards. 

A note to an absent 
student

Ask students to explain the essential concepts, review the steps, or 
summarize facts for a student who is not in school today. 

I used to think but now I 
know

After a concept has been explained (for example, stereotyping), 
ask students to write down what they thought it meant prior to 
instruction, and what they now know it means.
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