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REPRODUCIBLE

Strategies for Establishing and  
Communicating Learning Goals

STRATEGY EXAMPLE

Clearly post learning goals. Post the learning goals on the whiteboard. This way students can use them as 
a reference throughout the lesson. 

If you are using a portal such as Google Classroom, post the learning goals 
there for each lesson. 

Make the learning goals 
relevant.

Identify for the students why they are learning this information. Ask: “How will 
knowing this impact their life?” For example, you could write, “Students will 
understand that learning about fractions will help them make sure that they will 
get their fair share of the chocolate brownies or pizza.”

Use simple language. These goals are written for students, so keep the language simple. For example, 
“By the end of the lesson, you will know the steps that you need to follow in 
order to add fractions with like denominators. You will understand that fractions 
are important because the world is divided into parts (for example, you can break 
an orange into slices). You will be able to add fractions with like denominators.”

Make sure that your 
learning goals are actual 
goals and not activities.

For example, the goal should be, “Students will be able to write a paragraph to 
convince the teacher to extend their lunch period,” rather than “Students will 
read two examples of persuasive paragraphs.”

Make sure that your goals 
drive the lesson.

If you want students to be able to describe the challenges experienced by 
Jacques Cartier (a Canadian explorer who came from France), students 
should be examining what factors led to the different challenges and not 
doing an activity such as designing the boat that he took during his voyages. 
Alternatively, if you want students to be able to write a descriptive text in a 
second language, the lesson focus should be on key descriptive vocabulary and 
sentence structure, and not completing pages in a workbook. 
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