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REPRODUCIBLE

Chapter 13: Reflective Practice
Use the following activities to set yourself up to make a great first impression with your students: (1) write your letter 
of introduction, and (2) plan for the first day.

Write Your Letter of Introduction
As you think about writing your students a letter prior to the start of the school year or semester to give them some 
sense of who their new teacher is and what you are like, use the following guided steps to craft your letter.

1. Personal information: The goal is to have your upcoming students see you as a person, not just as a teacher. Tell 
your future students something about the following.

a. When and where you went to school

b. What you were like as a student

c. What your family is like (either your family while growing up or your adult family)

2. Professional information: The goal is to establish legitimacy that you have the skills and knowledge to teach the 
courses they are taking from you. While younger students will mostly give this to you automatically, this may help 
to establish legitimacy with older students who may be a bit more skeptical. List a number of things appropriate 
to your students’ ages you think they should know about your expertise as a teacher.

3. Student responses: Give your future students some direction as to how you want them to reply to your letter. 
Provide them with a series of questions you want them to respond to prior to meeting them on the first day of 
school. Remember when we talked about establishing similarity in an earlier chapter? This is another way that you 
can find out about your students and get an initial look at potential areas of similarity with them, even before they 
walk into your classroom for the first time. Use the space provided to think of some questions to ask students.

4. Photograph: If you decide to include a photograph of yourself with your letter of introduction, give some 
consideration to what kind of image and feel you are attempting to convey with your choice of photo. Be sure to 
get some objective feedback on your choice of photograph before including it with your letter.
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Plan for the First Day
Think about what kinds of impressions you want to give to your students on the first day of class and how you will 
dress and set up your room in order to convey these impressions. Complete the following form.

1. Dress:

a. What kinds of feelings and impressions am I trying to convey to my new students on day one of the school 
year based on how I dress?

b. How will I dress in order to convey those kinds of feelings and impressions?

2. Seating plan:

a. What kinds of feelings and impressions am I trying to convey to my new students on day one of the school 
year based on how I have set up the seating plan in my classroom?

b. What kind of seating plan best conveys those kinds of feelings and impressions?

3. Classroom decor:

a. What kinds of feelings and impressions am I trying to convey to my new students on day one of the 
school year based on how the classroom is decorated? Think about images, words, colors, and teacher—
student spaces.

b. How will I decorate my classroom in order to convey those kinds of feelings and impressions?
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