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REPRODUCIBLE

Chapter 4: Reflective Practice
Commit to doing at least two of the following three reciprocation strategies in the next few weeks in your classroom. 
These will, of course, vary depending on the context in which you teach and the time of year.

1. Give each student a seasonally appropriate treat or gift, such as mini-chocolate bars at Halloween, candy 
canes at Christmas, chocolate hearts or bunnies at Easter, or age-appropriate small toys or puzzles at any time. 
(Remember, not all students can partake of sweets, nor do they necessarily celebrate the same holidays.)

2. Get involved with a student group in an outside-the-classroom school activity. Whether this is a team or a club 
already in existence or a new group that you want to establish with your class is up to you. The important thing 
here is for your students to see that you like to spend time with them and that you are willing to give up some 
of your personal time to help them and be with them. Additionally, being with students outside of a teaching 
context gives you and your students an opportunity to build a different kind of relationship, because now the 
focus of why you are together has shifted.

3. Select one student who you feel needs to change. This could be a student who is underperforming academically 
in a significant way, a student whose classroom behaviors are inappropriate, or a student who is not engaged 
in any meaningful way in your classroom. From all of the strategies regarding how to engender a sense of 
reciprocation in another person, select two that you feel would likely succeed with this student. Put them into 
practice and monitor the results.

Please remember, none of the strategies discussed in The Tactical Teacher will work all of the time with every 
student. You may have to try several times, or you might find that some of the other strategies that we will explore in 
subsequent chapters may prove to be more effective.

For now, attempt a reciprocation strategy and see how it works with the student you selected. You can monitor the 
results of your attempts using the following chart.

Student’s name:

Reciprocation strategy 1: Observed effects of this strategy on the student:

Reciprocation strategy 2: Observed effects of this strategy on the student:
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