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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Figure 4.15: Collaborative Team Goal-Card Template— 
Literacy Example

Learning standards: What are the standards we are using to create the student goal card?

We will use three standards, one for second grade (grade level), one for first grade, and one for third grade.
• W.1.1: Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, 

supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.
• W.2.1: Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply 

reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide 
a concluding statement or section.

• W.3.1: Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.

Learning targets: What are the specific learning targets, and what are their content-focus and grade-level designations?

We will use the following second-grade writing targets.

• Introduce the topic and state an opinion about it.
• Give reasons to support the opinion.

• Use linking words to connect reasons to opinion.
• Provide a concluding sentence that restates the opinion.

Learning progression: How can we arrange learning targets in a progression? What performance descriptors will we use? Do 
students have to demonstrate every skill to show proficiency?

Foundational Prerequisite Grade-Level Benchmark Extension

The student states 
an opinion.

The student states 
an opinion and 
gives one reason to 
support it.

The student states an opinion and 
uses linking words to connect more 
than one reason to support it.

The student begins with an intro-
duction and ends with a conclusion.

The student introduces the topic and devel-
ops his or her point of view by linking sev-
eral reasons to support his or her opinion.

The student’s conclusions articulate a point 
of view.

Student goal card: How can we use the learning progression to develop a goal card with student-friendly language (I can 
statements) and appropriate grade-level visuals?

I feel . . .

I can state my opinion.

Option: I feel  
we need recess 
two times a day.

Reason:  
Recess is  
exercise and 
healthy for  
our bodies.

I can state my opinion and 
one reason to support it.

Reasons Examples

Linking words:  
yet     and     but

I can state my opinion and 
use linking words to connect 
more than one reason 
to opinion.

I can begin my writing with 
an introduction and end with 
a conclusion.

Reasons      Examples
Reasons      Examples
Reasons      Examples

Conclusion

I can introduce the topic and 
develop my point of view 
by linking many reasons to 
support my option.

The conclusion states my 
point of view.

Students’ goal-setting system and plan: When and how will teachers specifically use and communicate goal cards with 
students? How will teachers store goal cards, ensuring easy access for both students and teachers?

Students will keep their goal cards in their writing folders. During teacher and peer conferencing, they will evaluate their 
writing. When they meet each goal, they get to punch a start into that goal on their goal card.

Source for standards: NGA & CCSSO, 2010a.
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