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REPRODUCIBLE

At-a-Glance Review of IDEA (2004)
IDEA is the primary legal reference for supporting the free appropriate public education of students with 
disabilities.

There are six primary principles of IDEA.

1. Zero reject: No child may be denied an education. Specifically, the Fourteenth Amendment
gives specific rights to a free appropriate public education. The most common way we note free 
appropriate public education is progress on IEP objective.

2. Free appropriate public education: All students with disabilities have the right to a free education
that is specifically designed to meet their unique needs. Appropriate is defined through IDEA and
case law as “meaningful gain” and “some educational benefit.” Without an appropriate education, a
school is violating a student’s rights under IDEA.

3. Least restrictive environment: To the maximum extent appropriate, students with disabilities (from
birth to their twenty-second birthday) must be educated with students without disabilities. If the
least restrictive environment cannot confer a free appropriate public education, then the continuum
of services must be available.

4. Due process: Procedural due process is provided to citizens to allow them to challenge the
government’s intrusion on their liberties. Students placed in special education programs have the
same right of due process to ensure that at the time of placement, and at least annually thereafter,
this environment is and continues to be the least restrictive and offers appropriate education.

5. Parent participation: Parent rights are called procedural safeguards. Parents have the right to
participate in every decision related to identification, evaluation, and placement of their children
suspected of having or already identified as having a disability. Parents are the experts on their own
children and should be consulted and considered members of the education team.

6. Nondiscriminatory evaluation: To assess a student, two or more assessment instruments must be
used, and the instruments must be administered in the student’s native language.

Reference
Individuals With Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004, Pub. L. No. 108-446 § 300.115 (2004).
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