
Looking Closely at What Our School’s  
Chant, Motto, or Slogan Means

Chants, mottos, and slogans are designed to build a sense of unity and commitment in students and teachers. 
They are also designed to communicate shared expectations to students and teachers in an easy-to-understand 
way. Today, we are going to look closely at what our school’s chant, motto, or slogan means.

Step 1: Work in a small group of three or four students to answer the following questions. 

What is our school’s chant, motto, or slogan? 
 

How often do you hear our school’s chant, motto, or slogan?

(Circle a number on the rating scale that best represents your answer to this question.)

Never 1 2 3 4 5 In every class, every day

How often do you think about our school’s chant, motto, or slogan?

(Circle a number on the rating scale that best represents your answer to this question.)

Never 1 2 3 4 5 All the time

How well do you understand the meaning behind our school’s chant, motto, or slogan?

(Circle a number on the rating scale that best represents your answer to this question.)

I did not know it had a 
meaning.

1 2 3 4 5
I could easily explain the 
meaning to others. 

Reflection Questions

1. Chants, mottos, and slogans are often used in both sports and in advertising. Find an example of a 
chant, motto, or slogan that is an effective tool for building unity with or communicating expectations to 
fans or customers. What makes it effective? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Do you think our school’s chant, motto, or slogan is an effective tool for building unity with or 
communicating expectations to students? Why? 
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3. What could our school do to make our chant, motto, or slogan a more effective tool for building unity 
with or communicating expectations to both students and teachers? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 2: Work in a small group of three or four students to answer the following questions. 

If students were honoring our school’s chant, 
motto, or slogan, what would we see them DOING? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If teachers were honoring our school’s chant, motto, 
or slogan, what would we see them DOING?

If parents were honoring our school’s chant, motto, 
or slogan, what would we see them DOING? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If principals were honoring our school’s chant, motto, 
or slogan, what would we see them DOING?

Now, design a plan for building knowledge about the meaning of our school’s chant, motto, or slogan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Be ready to share your answers with your classmates!

Choose a spokesperson to summarize your group’s thinking.
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